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INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to the first Community Update for the 
Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota Icon Site. 
These updates will be produced regularly to 
provide up to date information on the important 
projects planned for the site. If you would like more 

information or have some thoughts about the 
newsletter please see the contact details on the 
back. 

ABOUT THE LIVING MURRAY 

The Living Murray is Australia’s largest river 
restoration program which aims to recover water 
for the environment and use this water to maintain 
the health of six icon sites with high environmental, 
cultural and social values:  

·  Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota 
Forest  

·  Chowilla Floodplain and Lindsay–
Wallpolla Islands 

·  Hattah Lakes 

·  Barmah–Millewa Forest  

·  Lower Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth  

·  River Murray Channel  

By focussing on these icon sites, The Living 
Murray aims to sustain key areas that are critical 
to the health of the river system - these include 
floodplain forests, wetlands and waterways.  

 



 

Regulation of our waterways has been extremely 
beneficial to the broader communities and 
industries that are reliant on the improved water 
security that regulation provides. But over time 
these changed river flows—exacerbated recently 
by prolonged and widespread drought—have 
taken their toll on the river and floodplain 
environments. The result has been a reduced 
diversity of plant and animal life and a decline in 
the health of majestic river red gum and black box 
woodlands. In addition to the effects of river 
regulation, the impacts of climate change mean 
that the floods needed to maintain these 
ecosystems are likely to be further apart in the 
future. 

In order to address these impacts, The Living 
Murray is building infrastructure to make the most 
efficient use of water that is recovered for the 
environment and carrying out environmental 
monitoring to determine changes in the health of 
the icon sites. 

 

ABOUT GUNBOWER-
KOONDROOK-PERRICOOTA 
FOREST 

The Gunbower Koondrook-Perricoota Forest is the 
second largest river red gum forest in Australia, 
covering 50,000 hectares downstream of Echuca 
and Moama. 

Not only is the forest an important breeding area 
for a variety of waterbirds, frogs and fish, it also 
has strong social and cultural meaning for both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people, and is 
regarded as a valuable natural resource. 

MONITORING ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH 

Ecological monitoring is carried out at regular 
intervals at the Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota 
Icon Site. This monitoring allows an assessment of 
changes in the forest health over time and 
provides a benchmark for measuring the success 
of The Living Murray activities at the icon site. The 
results are described in an annual Condition 

Monitoring Report. Surveys are carried out to 
monitor the health of fish, birds and vegetation, 
including: 

·  tree health – red gum and black box 

·  wetland vegetation – presence, extent and 
diversity  

·  waterbird and woodland bird surveys 

·  fish surveys. 

Monitoring in 2007-08 showed a general decline in 
river red gum and black box condition and diversity 
of native wetland plants across the Gunbower-
Koondrook-Perricoota Icon Site. 

No waterbirds were recorded in summer 2008, as 
all wetlands were dry across the forest. The dry 
conditions meant minimal fish surveys were 
undertaken due to a lack of fish habitat. However, 
in autumn 2008, six wetlands within Gunbower 
Forest were filled with environmental water, with 
positive results - see the Environmental Watering 
section of this newsletter for further details. 

Visit www.mdba.gov.au/media_centre/publications 
for the full 2007-08 Condition Monitoring Report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS & 
MEASURES 

A program of works has been proposed at each of 
the icon sites to make sure the best ecological 
benefits are achieved with the water that is 
available. The works generally consist of 
structures that direct the water so that it can flow 
into the parts of the forests and wetlands that rely 
on floods in order to remain healthy. 

Feasibility studies have developed works options 
for the Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota Icon Site 
to determine the most effective options to deliver 
environmental water. These options include large-
scale engineering works at each site, as well as 
smaller scale works. Some small scale works, 
such as regulators to flood wetlands, have already 
been completed, and large-scale works are now in 
the early stage of design.  

For further details on the works and measures 
program see the contact list at the end of this 
newsletter. 

ENVIRONMENTAL WATERING 

The Living Murray is delivering environmental 
water to sustain key areas of wetlands and 
floodplains that are critical to the health of the 
Murray River system, and to protect and preserve 
habitat for plants and animals that may otherwise 
face extinction. 

Once on-ground works are completed, appropriate 
volumes of water can be delivered to each icon 

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS: 
WHO’S INVOLVED? 

The Living Murray involves the Australian 
Government (through the Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority) and all the states that make up the 
Murray-Darling Basin. Works on the ground 
and environmental watering are managed by a 
partnership of state government departments 
and catchment management authorities (see 
the contact list on the back). 



 

site to sustain floodplain ecosystems. Until then, 
smaller amounts are delivered, where possible, to 
water stressed vegetation and to provide a drought 
refuge for aquatic and wetland-dependent species. 

In 2008 7.7 gigalitres of environmental water, 
including 5.7 gigalitres of the Victorian flora and 
fauna entitlement*, was used to water 1100 
hectares of Gunbower Forest, targeted at wetlands 
and fringing river red gums. This water was 
delivered from Gunbower Creek via the Yarran 
and Little Gunbower regulators - the latter, 
constructed as part of The Living Murray program, 
was used for the first time. 

Monitoring of results from this watering is still 
underway, with formal reporting due shortly. 
However, initial surveys have shown some positive 
responses, including: 

·  Five species of native fish have been 
recorded, including unspecked hardyhead 
and crimson-spotted rainbowfish.  

·  Six species of frogs have been recorded 
and tadpoles have been collected, 
demonstrating that breeding is underway. 

·  Breeding of the eastern long-necked turtle 
and the endangered broad-shelled turtle.  

·  Waterbirds are increasing in number, 
including various species of ducks and 
small numbers of colonial waterbirds.  

The spotted grass blue butterfly, which has not 
been recorded in Victoria for 15 years, was 
identified in Gunbower Forest just prior to the 
watering event. This butterfly only feeds on one 
species of wetland plant, hairy carpet-weed, which 
has increased in abundance since the inundation. 
It is hoped that the increase in food source may 
help to sustain the spotted grass blue butterfly 
population.  

Very little environmental watering is possible in the 
Koondrook–Perricoota forests until the planned 
works projects are undertaken.  

Visit www.mdba.gov.au/media_centre/publications 
for the full 2007-08 Environmental Watering 
Report. 

*The environment has a number of legal 
entitlements to water, held by the Victorian and 
NSW governments. This water is subject to the 
same rights and obligations as other water users’ 
entitlements.  Water used at icon sites under The 
Living Murray has been purchased on the open 
market, donated or recovered through 
infrastructure upgrades.   

 

 

 

CONSULTATION REFERENCE 
GROUP 

Community engagement is a critical part of any 
environmental works project, even more so when 
the site is such an important community asset. A 
Consultation Reference Group (CRG) has been 
established to advise the project managers on the 
best way of involving the community in The Living 
Murray program at the icon site. The CRG is made 
up of local community members with a wide range 
of interests relating to the Murray–Darling Basin 
and the Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota Icon 
Site. 

INDIGENOUS REFERENCE 
GROUP 

The Living Murray program recognises the 
important role played by the Indigenous 
community in natural resource management. An 
Indigenous Reference Group for the Gunbower–
Koondrook–Perricoota Forest is being convened to 
advise the project managers on how best to 
ensure that Indigenous communities are consulted 
on management options for the icon site. 

USE AND OCCUPANCY MAPPING  

The MDBA’s Indigenous Partnerships Project 
recognises Indigenous people’s aspirations to be 
actively involved in managing the environment, 
and is an important part of The Living Murray 
program. 

The Indigenous Partnership project is supporting 
an exciting project that will record Indigenous land 
use at icon sites. 

Use and Occupancy mapping focuses on 
Indigenous peoples’ life experiences on their 
traditional country, rather than on archaeology or 
historical sites.  

‘Use’ refers to activities involving the harvesting of 
traditional resources, such as hunting, trapping, 
fishing, and gathering of medicinal and edible 
plants.  ‘Occupancy’ means areas that a particular 
Traditional Owner group regards as their own 
through continuing occupation, place naming, 
traditional knowledge of stories, spiritual places 
and burial grounds. 

The information for Use and Occupancy maps is 
gathered by interviewing Indigenous people from 
statutory Indigenous organisations, Traditional 
Owner groups and the broader Indigenous 
community. Details are recorded on base maps. 
Information is shown spatially and described in 
written or graphic form. Various information layers 
allow for large amounts of information to be 
captured and compared.   

Following the successful completion of a pilot Use 
and Occupancy mapping project at the Barmah-
Millewa Forest Icon Site, similar projects are also 
being planned for the other icon sites. 



 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND 
CONTACTS 

Contact for more information 

Koondrook–Perricoota 

·  Denise Lalor, Forests NSW 
Ph: (03) 5881 9958 
Email: Denisel2@sf.nsw.gov.au 

·  Jamie Hearn, The Living Murray 
communications coordinator (NSW) 
Ph: (03) 5880 1416 
Email: jamie.hearn@cma.nsw.gov.au 

Gunbower  

·  Melanie Tranter, North Central Catchment 
Management Authority (Victoria) 
Ph: (03) 5448 7124 
Email: melanie.tranter@nccma.vic.gov.au 

·  Murray Rankin, Department of Sustainability and 
Environment (Victoria) 
Ph: (03) 5430 4654 
Email: murray.rankin@dse.vic.gov.au 

·  Lucy Alderton, The Living Murray 
communications coordinator (Victoria) 
Ph: (03) 5051 4307 
Email: lucy.alderton@dse.vic.gov.au 

Indigenous 

·  Damien Morgan-Bulled, Department of 
Sustainability and Environment (Victoria) 
Ph: (03) 5482 0452 
Email: Damien.Morgan-Bulled@dse.vic.gov.au 

 

Subscribe to the Gunbower-Koondrook-Perricoota 
Community Update by emailing 
ChristineT@sf.nsw.gov.au  or by contacting 
Christine Thomson on (03) 5881 9975 
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NEWS & EVENTS 
 
Gunbower-Koondrook-
Perricoota Storylines  
 
Environment Victoria is 
giving eight people the 
chance to share their 
stories about the 
Gunbower-Koondrook-
Perricoota Forest through 
an all- expenses-paid digital 
storytelling workshop that 
will feature individuals’ 
personal connections to the magnificent 
Gunbower-Koondrook-Perricoota (GKP) wetland 
forests.  Supported by the MDBA through The 
Living Murray program, the project aims to reflect 
a range of human connections to the forest and 
river and highlight the diversity of people who 
recognise the values of this icon site.  For further 
information on this project, visit: 
www.environmentvictoria.org.au or contact Verity 
McLucas: verity.mclucas@evict.org.au or phone 
(03) 9341 8109. 
 

New authority manages Murray-Darling Basin 

From 15 December 2008, the Murray–Darling 
Basin Authority absorbed all the functions of the 
former Murray–Darling Basin Commission which 
ceased to exist.  
 
The creation of the new, independent Authority 
headed by acting Chair and Chief Executive, Mr 
Robert Freeman, means that for the first time a 
single agency is responsible for planning the 
integrated management of water resources of the 
Murray–Darling Basin.  
 
In addition to the Commission's former functions, a 
new major program for the Authority includes 
preparing a comprehensive Basin Plan to set 
sustainable limits on water that can be taken from 
surface and groundwater systems across the 
Basin. 
 
The Authority will also advise the Minister for 
Climate Change and Water, Senator Penny Wong 
on the accreditation of state water resource plans, 
develop a water rights information service and 
monitor water resources in the Basin.  
 
For more information go to www.mdba.gov.au 
 
 

 

 

 

      

 


